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per cent were engaged in agricultural and pastoral
pursuits, and only 10.3 per cent in industry.1
Moreover, out of the total number of industrial
workers only 15 per cent were working in
factories. Factory labour is mostly found con-
centrated in a few industrial centres (more than
60 per cent is to be found in the two provinces
of Bombay and Bengal), while labour engaged in
small-scale and cottage industries is more evenly
distributed over all the provinces of Ihdia. These
facts 'are enough to show that small-scale and
cottage industries are important constituents even
now of Indian economy.2

Cottage industries are such a vital part
of Indian economy that they have been able to
survive in the face of factory competition. The
Indian Industrial Commission which made a
survey of the industrial conditions in India in
1916-18 concluded that

"Cottage industries are a very important
feature in the industrial life of India; that
they are by no means so primitive as they
are usually depicted; and that there is no

1  S. Chandrasekhar, Op. tit., p. 49.
2 P. C. Jain, Industrial Problems of India, p. 65.